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Amijai* is one of those rare musicians in 
the bandoneon world who has broken out 
of the common tango mold to explore the 
full polyphonic and rhythmic potential of 
the instrument. Earning his degree from 
the “Manuel de Falla” Conservatory of 
Buenos Aires in 2012, he studied under 
the tutelage of maestro Rodolfo Daluisio, 
the great pioneer of classical and 
contemporary music for the bandoneon.
*pronounced Ami- Hai

Following in the footsteps of Maestro Daluisio, Amijai has forged a career 
encompassing the full range of the bandoneon: from solo classical to 
orchestral works, from tango to heavy metal compositions. Notable 
highlights include performing as a soloist in the world premier of “Fiori 
Musicali for Bandoneon and String Orchestra” Opus 131, no.3 by Rodolfo 
Daluisio at the Artes Vertientes Festival in Brasil, in the piece “Summer 
Band” by Daniel Teruggi at the first festival of Electro-acoustic Music in 
Buenos Aires, and in the “Cuatro Estaciones” by Astor Piazzolla with the 
Jerusalem Symphony.

Amijai performed and recorded in the eclectic duo Orquesta Diptica 
(contemporary tango by Marcelo Lodigiani) and in the jazz-tango 
quartet of Julian Graciano. In 2017 he released his instrumental heavy 
metal recording “Bandolirium” from which the track “Falso Dilema” 
won first prize in the Nuevos Aires competition for new tango 
compositions. Amijai is also sought after for studio work in 
contemporary tango recordings. In 2018 he toured in north america 
performing solo repertoire and giving conferences at the University of 
Montreal, McGill, University of Toronto and Cornish College of Arts, and 
was invited to perform and give a workshop at the University of Berlin.
He recorded a bandoneon solo album titled «Transformaciones » in 
2019.
In 2020 he performed in Montreal with the Che Tangazo Tango 
Orchestra, recorded with Constantinople ensemble and participated in 
a creation residency at the Centre de Musiciens du Monde. 



Amijai has broad experience teaching in both Spanish and English. 
He currently teaches at the “Manuel de Falla” Conservatory of 
Buenos Aires and the superior years of the “J.P. Esnaola School of 
Music”, and is a Professor of Bandoneon in two of the main 
conservatories in the Province of Buenos Aires. In addition, he is the
creator of Bandoneon-TV , the first YouTube channel dedicated to 
make learning the bandoneon more accessible.
In automne 2020 he started his Master’s degree in composition 
at the Université de Montreéal.  

Born in Canada to a Polish father and Argentine mother and raised 
in Israel, Amijai has resided in Buenos Aires from 2006 to 2020 and 
is currently living in Montréal, Canada.

“Amijai Shalev is an engaging sensitive artist blessed with amazing
technique , bellow control, & interpretive insight . 
He understands the character of each composition he performs and
utilizes the appropriate tonal variables & rhythmic stability . 
In addition to the wonderful performance , he is able to infuse 
explanations & insight into the works & the technical construction &
challenges of the instrument . His knowledge coupled with his 
immense talent is rare & not to be missed if occasion arises”
         Joseph Macerollo O.C. University of Toronto

Contact Info:
Tel: +1-438-9693492
Email: amijai.shalev@gmail.com
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